§~ving

the Ilfeld W
in Allbuquerque
K evin S . Munroe

~rehou§e
After a long hard fight it appea rs that the Ilfeld
Warehouse has been saved from the wrecker's ball
and may soon be retu rned to a useful life. Th e fight
was spea rheaded by the Ilfeld Warehouse Redevelopment Committee, the Albuquerqu e Historic Landmarks Survey, and in the final push to victory by the
State Plann ing Office, the State Cultural Properties
Review Committee, and the Albuquerqu e City Commission. It required untold manhours and now two
questions remain. What really happ ened , and why
was it necessary?
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The Ilfeld bu ilding sat at the end of a long list
of Albuquerque landmar ks slated for the wrecker's
ball. Many of the oth ers on the list, such as the Alvarado and Franciscan Hotels, were much more impr essive than Ilfeld , but du e to various twists of fate
they ha ve been lost. Today the re is littl e left to remind us of the power and importance that the railroad brought to Albuquerqu e. Th e Ilfeld building
stood as one of th e few reminders of an important
and colorful era in the cit y's histo ry.
But more importantly Ilfeld 's useful life was far
from over. Here was a building that was thought fully designed to express the strength, power and
quality of its owners. Th e position and power of the
Charles Ilfeld Company had since fade d to a pile
of flutt erin g memos and receipts on the floor, but
the strength of the building had not fad ed with the
company. Th e steel and concrete which make up
the bon e and muscle of the building were still strong,
still read y to do their part in aiding the future of
Albuquerque and New Mexico.
FEBRUARY 9-THE FIRST SPARKS of the effort which has result ed in the apparent saving of the
Ilfeld began with a visit to the building. Prelimin ar y
measurements showed that the building contained
54,000 squa re feet of usabl e space. Most of this space
was unob stru cted by walls and had ten to twelve
foot ceilings. Th e first floor of the main wing contain ed an impressive two story space with a ga llery
154 feet long. Th e main building, begun in 1910, is
L-shap ed with a main wing of three stories an d a
rear wing of two sto ries, both over a full basement.
A second one-story L-shap ed wing was adde d later
and encloses a lar ge cour tya rd with loadi ng docks
of wood and concret e.
Th e building sits in a pivita l position in th e down town area. It is only a block and a half from the
Albuquerque Conv ention Cent er and within five
blocks of all the major banks, transportation lines,
two hotels, city, county, and fed eral offices, and over
20 thousand office workers.
Th e building could be purchased from the Urba n
Developm ent Agency for $150,000, or $2.78 a sq uare
foot, while the cost of similar construc tion und erway at the time was approximately $28.50 a square
foot for an eq uiva lent shel l. Th is ma de the value of
the existing struc ture more than a million and a half
dollarsI Renovation costs for the bui lding wou ld be
quite low becau se there were few, if any inter ior
partitions to be removed. Estimates ranged from 10
to tw ent y dollars a squa re foot dep endi ng on wha t
use the building would have.
It was felt tha t its location would make it a perfect spot for a series of shops and restau rants, such
as had been so successfully done at Gh irardelli q uare
in San Francisco. This would be plan ned to mee t
the needs of the bu sinessmen and office worke rs in
the area and the Convention Center, with an eye
toward attracting tourists and othe r Albuquerque
resident s. With this aim in mind th e first stage of the
12
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effort to save the Ilfeld War ehou se was begun. Th e
idea at this point was not to save the building because of its historic value, although this was always
a consideration , but to save it becau se of its economic potenti al and its impact in revitalizing the
downtown area.
FEBRUAHY 12-THE SANTA FE HAILHOAD
WAS CONTACTED because, although the U. D. A.
owned the building, the railroad still owned the land.
Any efforts to save the building would be useless
unl ess they were willing to make some kind of arrangement. The railro ad was also the most likely one
to develop the building. George Kelly, traffic controller for the Santa F e Railroad in this area, stated
at a meetin g that, although the railroad would not
be abl e to develop the property themselves, they
would be willing to negotiate a long term lease, or
even enter into a joint venture if a suitable developer could be found.
Th e land was availabl e, th e building was available, but there was still one problem. U. D. A.'s lease
on the land had run out as of Janu ary first and the
terms of that lease requ ired that they remove the
building. As a result a demolition contract had been
let on the warehouse. Th e next step had to be obtaining a delay in that contract.
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Seattle's Pioneer Squ are is a model of success,
and an inspirat ion to similar projects, as the following passage from the Decemb er, 1973 Archit ectural
Forum shows :
"What has happened to Pioneer Square in the
lost five years staggers the imag ina t ion. The
assessed valuation has increased approximately 600 percent. Furthermore, says Uhlman (Sea tt le's mayor ) while bui lding perm its in the entire city were down six percent, those for Pioneer Square were up 800
percent. "

FEBRUARY 21 - A THIRTY-DAY D E~[OLI
nON DELAY WAS OBTAINED from U. D. A. after two meetings. Th e request was aided by th e fact
that th ere had recentl y been a rash of fires in the
downto wn area and U. D. A. was under a great dea l
of pr essure to remove those buildings which presented a fire hazard. Th e Ilfeld Building was certainly not in that category- it was bu ilt of solid concrete.
Wh en U. D. A. was asked for a set of rehabilitation standa rds for buildings within the Urban Henewal Area, Rex Allender said that it was the first
time anyone had asked for them. This is quite amazing because the area had once contained many fine
old buildings, most of them alrea dy destroyed without any consideration of their possible reutili zati on.
All of this merely increased th e determin ation to save
the Ilfeld .
Now, with the delay established, a group of thr ee
part-time, unp aid , nonprofessionals had thirty days
in which to find a suitable developer and financin g
for a million-dollar project. Th e amazing thin g was
th at when th e thirty days were up , they had found
not one but two suitable developers, both with the
necessary financing.
THE ECO OMIC FEASIBILITY OF TH E
PROJECT was the major factor responsible for this
interest. A plan had been developed which would
allow 90 percent utili zation of th e building as rent able spac e. This would pro vide, at the current rental
rat es in the area, a yearl y income potential of over
$250,000. Wh en comp ared with th e necessary outla y
this mad e a very strong economic picture.
Th e economic feasibility was furth er enhanced
by the impressive track record compil ed by other
similar projects throughout the country. More and
more cities in virtua lly every section of the nation
are realizin g the value and significance of the older
buildings in their communities. In the forefront of
this field are Seattle and Denver.
14

These figures are all the more amazi ng when one
realzies that th e term "Skid Row" originated as a
:lescript ion of Pioneer qua re.
Larimer Square in Denver is another similar project. Here privat e developers managed to save this
small area from the midst of an Urb an Renewal project which destroyed at least 200 older buildings.
Today Larim er Squ are attracts an average of ten
to 15 thou sand visitors a day.
But it must be prohibiti vely expensive for the
kind of renova tion needed to achieve this type of
results. Tot so! Th e renovation costs in both of these
cases were approximately two-third s the cost of the
new construction aroun d them. Figures supplied by
the Nat ional Tru st for Historic Preservation ind icate that renovation costs generally run $10 a square
foot less than the cost for comparable new construction throu ghout the na tion.
MARCH 13-THE MUSEUM OF ALBUQUE HQUE FIRST BECAME I VOLVE D when Basil
West, the city's budget director, began an investi gation of wha t possible use the city might have for
the building. At this time there were two possibilities. First, the city could bu y the building outri ght
and use it either for offices or warehouse space. Or,
it could lease some office space from a developer.
Th is second option seemed to be more likely, and the
most promi sing candida te for office space was the
Museum of Albuq uerq ue. By that evening meetings
had been held with both the staff and the Board
of Tru stees of th e Museum . Th eir response was very
enthusiastic. ot only did they want to move their
offices to the building, they wan ted to move the
whole museum.
MARCH 14-THE MUSEUM BOARD TOURED
THE ILFELD BUILDING to see if it would be
suit able for use as the new home of the Museum.
As a result of this tour a letter was written by Richard Bice, chairman of the board of tru stees, which
concluded:
" In summary, the Museum Boord and the
Museum Stoff consider that the Ilfeld Building cou ld be on exceptional home for the
Museum of Albuquerque."
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It seems that the Museum had been trying to find
new faciliti es for some time because of the cramped
conditions of their present home in the old Albuqu erque Sun Port Building. Their estimates showed
that the cost of a new building to meet their needs
would be in the neighborhood of five million dollars.
Th e necessary renovation to Ilfeld Warehouse, including acqu isition of the building and laud , to meet
the same requirements would only cost thr ee million
dollars. Once again an economical use for the building had been found, and it was none too soon.

MARCH 19-THE SA TA FE RAILWAY BE
GAN BACKING OUT of their ag reement to negotiat e on the land by delaying the meeting which
had been set up. Negotiation s with the Sant a Fe
had by this time moved to the head office in Chicago. Terms for a lease had been discussed and everything had been running smoothly. Suddenly the
Sant a Fe was turning around for no apparent reason.
MARCH 27-THE RAILROAD SAID NO without ever hearin g the full proposal. After a great deal
of effort and a meetin g on the local level, the meeting betw een the developer and the railroad representa tives finally took place. One of those at the
meetin g describ ed the railroads attitude as, "our
mind is mad e up don't confuse us with the facts."
o reason was ever given as to why the Santa Fe
Railway changed its mind . And, although many lead s
were followed up , no reason was ever uncovered .
MARCH 28-THE CITY'S REPLY was received
in the form of a memorandum dat ed the 22nd of
March from Basil West. In th e memo he sta ted that
the request for space from the Museum had to be
considered "as compe titive with oth er capital improvement projects . . ", Specifically the Museum
had to be considered as compe titive with warehouse
space. Since his study showed that the museum space
was more expensive than war ehouse space he recommended that:

Hall. Unfortuna tely, despit e the potential savings of
two million dollars, the city felt that th e Museum
was not high enough on the capital improvement s
pri orit y list. U. D. A. felt that they could wait no
longer since they were paying rent on the land as
long as the building was standing. Th e Ilfeld Warehouse appea red doomed .
MAY I-THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR HI STOmC PRESERVATION VISITED Albuquerque.
After being taken on a day-long tour of the city,
including the now doomed Ilfeld Buildin g, John
Frisbee, the director of the Tru st's western field service, spoke to the Historic Landm ark's Survey. He
called his visit, "one of the most depressing field
trip s I've ever been on." And said, "Albuquerque
seems to be load ed with demolition experts. Downtown is dead. Th ere's not an ounce of chraacter left.
We can't let Urb an Renewal get awa y with it."
He also spoke of existing legislation that might
save the building and specifically Executive Ord er
11593. Briefly, this states that any federal agency,
or any age ncy using federal fund s, must do everything within its power to see that any building under
their jurisdiction , which might qu alify for the National Hegister, is prot ected.
:\IAY 2 - PHO JES WERE RI GING in the
Washington and Denver offices of H. U. D. and at
the Stat e Planning Office in Santa Fe to see in what
way the executive ord er might apply. Th e investigation had begun.
MAY 3-DEMOLITION BEGAN at eight o'clock
in the morning and continued for four hours. At
noon the Stat e Plannin g Office called U. D. A. to
tell them that the demolition might be in violation
of the law. The call was four hours too late for 60
feet of the south wall but was soon enough to save
the building from irreparable damage.

"The city should not acqu ire the Ilfieid (sic)
Building nor attempt to obtain use of the
building for any purpose."

All efforts had app arentl y run into dead ends.
Th e delay in demolition was over, the railroad was
no longer willing to sell or lease the land , and th e
city had recommend ed against acquiring the building. Still the effort continued, tryin g to pick up on
some loose end, or find some new way to proceed.
This led to several qu estions regarding th e purchase
of th e building.
APRIL 22-DEMOLITIO WAS TO BEGIN I
E WEEK so a last-ditch meetin g was called to
see if some solution could be worked out. Th e city
mana ger, city budget director, three repr esentatives
of U. D. A., and represent atives from the Albuquerqu e Histori c Landmarks Survey and the Ilfeld Warehouse Redevelopm ent Committee all met at City

o
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MAY 17-"HISTORIC STATU CIVEN TO ILFELD WAREHOUSE" - ( Albuquerque [oumal '[ -«
The State Cultural Properti es Review Committee voted unanimously to place the Ilfeld Building on the
state's registry of historic places.
MAY 20 - "CITY CO fMISSIO N APPROVES
SAVINC ILFELD WAREHOUSE"-( Th e Albuquerqu e Tribune )-The City Commission voted to pay
the rent on the Ilfeld Warehouse until studies can
be made into the feasibility of the city's bu ying the
building.

JULY a-"THE STATE PLA NI C OFFICE
TODAY RECOMM E DED TH AT THE CHARLES
IL FELD BUILDI C BE DECLARED A ATIO AL HISTORIC LA DMARK."
And so it app ears that the Ilfeld Warehouse has
been saved after a long hard fight. It was always
a fight deeply rooted in the solid economics of a
building which still had a grea t deal to give the
people of Albuquerque. It is not a beautiful building-it merely refused to die before its time. K.S.M.
All photographs by Richard Khanlian Photography

JUNE 24 - "CITY VOTES TO BUY J LFELD
BUILDINC " - ( Albuq uerq ue 10u1"ll01 ) - The City
Commission received the studies it had requ ested and
acted to save the warehouse for possible use as the
future home of the Museum of Albuquerque. They
also committed $200,000 to brin g the building up to
code and instructed U. D. A. to apply for $90,000 in
federal funds for the same purpose. The voters will
decide wheth er the buildin g will actu ally become
the new home for the museum in a bond issue in
Octob er of 1975, but the city is now committe d to
buy the ware house regardless of the outcome of
that election.
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NATURAL STONE
FLAGGING
•
•
•
•

FOR

Native Red Flagstone
Arizona Flagstone
Charcoal Quartz Slate
Golden White Quartz Slate

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
STONE COMPANY
4741 PAN AMERICAN FREEWAY, N.E .
ALBUQUERQUE
344-2611

Armstrong Soundsoak accoustical scr eens provide effective separation of work stations, while contributing
substantially to accoustical and visual privacy. They are
fr eestanding and easy to move. Cover ed with tufted
nylon fabric in a choice of eight colors, Soundsoak
screens are effective and decorative, especially when
combined with Armstrong C60/30 ceiling systems.

~
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Sub-soi I Investigations
For Structural and Dam Foundations
Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION CALL:

Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluat ion of Construction Materials

COOK'S BUILDING SPECIALTIES

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

I

dJ°!?~

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTI NG LABORATORY

414 SECOND ST., S.W.

243-5541

ALBUQUERQUE , NEW MEXICO. P.O. BOX 834, 87103

532 Jefferson St. N.E. Phone AL 5-8916
Phone AL 5- 1322
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P. O. Box 4 101
Albuquerque
New Mexico
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PRICES ARE TO BE INCREASED ON ALL AlA FORMS, BOOKS AND MANUALS
ON JANUARY 1, 1975.

ANTICI PATE YOUR FUTURE NEEDS AND ORDER BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 1974
AlA FORM SERVICE
BOX 741 5
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXI CO 87104
20 %
30%

Discounts a IIowed : $10.00 to $300.00
Over $300.00
Add 4 % Sales Tax to orders and inclose your check!
Phone : 242-4159

Office Hours: 9 to 12 a .m.

ALL CONCRETE BUILDING . . .
- Built To Serve Longer
The Rio Ran cho Ind ustrial Park is t he site
of th e new Garv in Building, a 15,000 squa re
foot warehou se st r uct ure built entirely of 8'
prestressed concr ete twin tees. Built at dock
height, t he column free building features a
17' - 8" ceilin g height and a potential for f ut ure
expa ns ion.

OWNER- Ja mes F. Garvin
ARCHITECT- Willia m G. Barber & Associates
CONTRACTOR- The Joynes Corp.

PRESTRESSED' :.
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.
1304 Menaul Blvd. N. E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87105
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(505) 345-2536
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NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTURE
MAGAZINE
is the offic ial publication of the
New Mex ico Society of Architects,
a component of The American
Institute of Arch itects
•
•

•

- tiL L
The ne w F irst Nat ional Bank comple x will be one o f th e
fines t ba nki ng faciliti es in the Southwest. and A lb uq ue rq ue
Gravel Prod uc ts is p ro ud to h ave pl aye d a rol e in its con stru ct ion .

It is the best ad medium for
building industry suppliers
It serves as a fas t reference
when products and services
are needed
Its c irculation reaches the
audience that writes specifications

You are ahead if you advert ise
in New Mexico A rchitecture.
A quick call to t he advertising
office at (505) 255-8668 will get
the informat ion you need.

600 JOHN STREET, SE , ALBUQUERQUE / 242 -5265

UNISTRUT
NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING
.11. S TIl UT

movable partitions
wire mesh partitions
toilet partitions
steel shelving and racks
4820 PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY, N.E• • P.O. BOX 3128
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110
PHONE 505 345-2405
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® Reg. U.S. Pot . Off ., Canada & other countri es by the Burns & Russell CO .
FEATHERLITE BLOCK CO.• Box 489. LUbbock. Tex. 79408. 8061763-8202
FEATHERLITE BUILDING PRODUCTS CO., Box 9977, EI Paso, Tex. 79990
BUILDERS BLOCK & STONE CO.,INC., Roswell , N.M . & Albuq uerque, N.M .
EMPIRE BLOr:K CO., Santa Fe, New Mexico
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* STEELCASE
and other
quality office interiors

'exico
ffjce

* Professional
design
service available

t!urlllture

6437 Linn Ave., NE / Albuquerque, N.M. / 265· 7841

fLE_
SHIELD

~~~~
used on the exterior of the new
J . Korber & Co. Building
2400 Menaul Blvd., Albuquerque

Architect : Ste ven s, Mall ory, Pearl & Cam pbell
Po int ing Contractor: Keers, Inc.

Heavy te xtu re coat ing fo r virtually all types
of ex te rio r and inte ri or surfaces. Durable,
wa terproof, f lex ib le.

W~PAINT
Mfg. Company, Albuquerque, N.M . 877-5050
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